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Dear Friend,

Christian Associates EXrope, in cooperation Zith Christian Associates International, e[ists to
start and shape commXnities of faith that loYe like JesXs in their neighborhoods. We liYe in a
rapidl\ changing Zorld. While Ze still battle the pandemic on man\ leYels, Ze are noZ also
confronted Zith Zar in EXrope. People all oYer the Zorld are re-e[amining faith and Zhat it
means to liYe a meaningfXl life. JesXs folloZers are stepping in to serYe, in often dangeroXs
circXmstances, refXgees from Ukraine and the hXrting, displaced, and desperate Zithin Ukraine.
The Yision of Christian Associates has neYer been more timel\: TUaQVIRUPHG
OLYHV«TUaQVIRUPHG QHLJKbRUKRRGV«TUaQVIRUPHG ZRUOG. As Christ¶s people, oXr call to
make disciples has accelerated.

Christian Associates chXrches and chXrch-planting projects are actiYel\ transforming liYes
across EXrope, North America, and Latin America, proclaiming salYation and demonstrating
grace to those Zho desperatel\ need it. We folloZ God¶s leading aroXnd the Zorld and right in
oXr oZn neighborhoods. And eYen dXring a pandemic and Zar, Ze continXe to see liYes
impacted, as \oX¶ll read in this report.

God is on the moYe. DXring the pandemic Ze haYe been able to INCREASE oXr training in
chXrch planting--dXe to moYing online. OXr chXrch-planting resoXrce, the D\namic AdYentXre,
has been translated in tZo additional langXages, inclXding RXssian and DXtch. EYen in the
midst of Ukrainian and RXssian conflict, leaders from both coXntries choose to learn together
hoZ to spread the Gospel in their conte[ts throXgh oXr training and coaching programs.

TrXl\, there are so man\ stories Ze coXld tell of life-changing encoXnters Zith Christ. The chXrch
is the Yer\ presence of Christ in an\ cXltXre, and Ze belieYe in the XniqXe calling God has
placed on CommXnitas to start and shape life-giYing e[pressions of Christ¶s chXrch. With eYer\
pra\er, gift, and stor\ \oX share, \oX participate in Christ¶s Great Commission Zith Xs.

The Board of Directors
Spring, 2022
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TKH POHaVXUH RI GLYLQJ WR GRG
UNITED KINGDOM ±± As friends
gathered at one of Christian
Associate¶s chXrch plants recentl\,
Ashish and Dinara (names and photo
changed for secXrit\ reasons) each
shared a special testimon\.

Ashish talked aboXt MattheZ
11:28-29, and hoZ he had
e[perienced ³rest for his soXl.´
Dinara shared from James 1:2 and
the realit\ of finding jo\ in ³YarioXs
trials.´ These \oXng men haYe had so
man\ trials Ze cannot imagine!

Ashish and Dinara fled Iran Zhen the XndergroXnd hoXse chXrch the\ had onl\ Yisited tZice
Zas raided b\ the secret police. Their names Zere on a list that pXt them in serioXs danger so
the\ paid smXgglers a large sXm of mone\ and Zere hidden in the back of a trXck. When the\
emerged seYeral Zeeks later the\ foXnd themselYes in Denmark. A small bXt strong Christian
chXrch took them in, and the\ became ardent folloZers of JesXs.

After man\ months of legal Zrangling, the\ Zere denied as\lXm in Denmark becaXse of a
technicalit\, bXt ended Xp in Scotland in the midst of the pandemic lockdoZn.

The\ began attending the liYestream sessions of Upper Room ChXrch. And once gatherings
Zere alloZed, the\ came in person to be part of the commXnit\.

One night, before leaYing serYice, Ashish and Dinara gaYe their tithe ³offering,´ contained in an
elegantl\ scripted enYelope, to one of the pastoral leaders. This Zas noZ the si[th sXch
enYelope the\ had deliYered and each of the si[ enYelopes had contained �22 (aboXt $30) each
time. The\ said the\ had learned ³the pleasXre of giYing to God.´

A feZ Zeeks later, the leader deliYered a small piece of fXrnitXre to their tin\ flat and reali]ed it
Zas completel\ bare! Nothing e[cept a mattress on the floor, a ricket\ table, tZo chairs, and a
feZ pots and pans adorned their apartment. We reali]ed �22 a month mXst haYe been a near
fortXne for them. BXt si[ months in a roZ, Zith beaming faces, the\ had giYen and said, ³It is oXr
pleasXre to giYe to God.´

SWLcKWLQJ CKULVWLaQ AVVRcLaWHV EXURSH _ ZXLG-HROOaQGOaaQ 7 _ 2596 AL DHQ HaaJ _ NL
ZZZ.CKULVWLaQAVVRcLaWHV-EXURSH.RUJ _ KYK #41206382

https://gocommunitas.org/projects/upper-room-church-glasgow/


Page 3

From the e[ample of Iranian refXgees, there is mXch to learn aboXt generosit\, trXsting God,
and e[periencing jo\ throXgh trials.

Clearl\, these past \ears haYe been tr\ing times globall\. BXt most of Xs haYe not endXred liYing
in fear of the secret police for oXr faith, getting Xprooted from oXr homeland, liYing Zith ne[t to
nothing and in constant legal limbo« and still finding jo\ in the midst of it all.

When the Apostle PaXl Zrote, ³God loYes a cheerfXl giYer´ (2 Cor 9:7), he ma\ Zell haYe been
thinking of Ashish and Dinara.

Thank \oX for \oXr pra\er and generosit\ as Ze start and shape commXnities of faith on
mission in the Zorld. Upper Room chXrch is one of oYer 125 chXrches and planting projects in
the Christian Associates famil\.

YoXr partnership helps Xs reach and care for man\ Zho sometimes teach US hoZ to liYe as
Christ-folloZers. We are reminded that liYing in the Kingdom of God is not alZa\s eas\. BXt it is
alZa\s fXll of jo\ as Ze trXst in a Father Zhose pleasXre it is to proYide for Xs!

GRG NHYHU SWRSSHG WRUNLQJ
UKRAINE ±± Christian Associates starts
and shapes commXnities of faith that
loYe like JesXs in their neighborhoods.
We do this b\ sending missionaries to
neZ cXltXres and b\ training people in
their home conte[ts to start chXrches.
Some of oXr Zork is happening in the
dispXted territor\ betZeen Ukraine and
RXssia, Zhich is cXrrentl\ Yer\ mXch in
the neZs. Will \oX join Xs in pra\ing for
peace?

PaYel, one of oXr cXrrent trainees, liYes
in the dispXted territor\ betZeen Ukraine and RXssia. He had been Zrestling for a long time
aboXt Zhether God Zas calling him and his \oXng famil\ to start a neZ chXrch, feeling

SWLcKWLQJ CKULVWLaQ AVVRcLaWHV EXURSH _ ZXLG-HROOaQGOaaQ 7 _ 2596 AL DHQ HaaJ _ NL
ZZZ.CKULVWLaQAVVRcLaWHV-EXURSH.RUJ _ KYK #41206382



Page 4

completel\ Xnprepared and \et \earning for something neZ for the cit\ he loYes so mXch.

Before he joined oXr training, dXring the actiYe Zar on that coXntr\¶s border Zith RXssia a feZ
\ears ago, PaYel and aboXt 50 other pastors and Christian leaders Zere kidnapped and taken to
a nearb\ forest. Soldiers began to tie them to trees and then began to s\stematicall\ shoot each
one in the head if the\ did not promise to stop preaching.

All aroXnd him, pastors Zere being shot Zhile tied to trees. PaYel Zas tied to a tree, as Zell,
Zaiting his tXrn. The\ had killed do]ens of men. He coXld hear the soldiers demanding the
pastors den\ JesXs Christ, bXt then reali]ed the\ Zere shooting them regardless of the ansZer.
PaYel Zas pra\ing for God¶s merc\, of coXrse, and especiall\ for his \oXng Zife and child Zho
Zere at home Zhen he had been kidnapped.

As he tells it, ³I¶m hearing all the men being asked these qXestions and to den\ Christ. BXt then
the\¶re shooting them an\Za\, so I said, µLord I¶m not going to den\ \oX. If \oX spare me, I Zill
go back to oXr cit\ and take oYer the chXrch plant and do it hoZeYer \oX Zant. BXt I¶m also
read\ to die noZ.¶´

As a soldier came Xp to him and told him to den\ JesXs, the commander of the operation
Zalked Xp and looked at PaYel. He said, ³I knoZ this gX\.´ Years earlier, the\ had both been in
prison together dXe to alcohol and drXg conYictions. The commander got oXt of prison and Zent
into the arm\. PaYel got oXt of prison and Zent into ministr\.

PaYel Zas standing there, tied to a tree, and the commander dismissed the soldier. The
commander asked PaYel Zh\ he belieYes this Christianit\ nonsense. ³BecaXse I do,´ Zas
PaYel¶s response. ³BecaXse it¶s real.´ ³Well, I Zon¶t let them kill \oX toda\,´ replied the
commander. He fired a bXllet aboYe PaYel¶s head and then cXt him loose from the tree. ³YoX
better leaYe noZ and hope that I neYer see \oX again.´

He started to rXn, and ran three to foXr miles back toZard the cit\, pra\ing not to be caXght.
When he got home, his famil\ Zas all there, terrified and sXrprised at the same time.  PaYel¶s
Zife said to him, ³God has giYen me a Yision!´ He replied, ³He gaYe me a Yision, too« bXt \oX
go first.´ PaYel¶s Zife described hoZ she had pra\ed that God ZoXld saYe him and that God
assXred her He ZoXld saYe PaYel and the\ Zere to dedicate their liYes to the chXrch in their cit\.
This Zas PaYel¶s Yision, too!

After a feZ Zeeks, the\ had to moYe, bXt the\ started the chXrch ZithoXt an\ training, and PaYel
started attending a Christian XniYersit\ in Krasnodar to stXd\ to be a pastor. He got connected
to Christian Associates International¶s D\namic AdYentXre training that deYeloped and coached
him in chXrch planting. He continXed to increase in his boldness for Christ.
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NoZ, as a ta[i driYer to sXpport his famil\, eYer\ morning he driYes to a larger cit\ an hoXr aZa\
in order to make more mone\. EYer\ da\, he gets lXnch at a little baker\. The tZo ladies in the
baker\ can hardl\ make ends meet; the\ don¶t haYe mone\ to eYen bX\ a coffee maker for
cXstomers, bXt PaYel alZa\s Zants a coffee.

So PaYel told his small deYeloping chXrch aboXt the ladies at the baker\, aboXt hoZ poor the\
are, jXst tr\ing to keep their baker\ open. He asked them hoZ their chXrch coXld be a blessing
to these Zomen. The chXrch members decided to bX\ the ladies a coffee maker! NoZ, PaYel is
doing a Bible stXd\ Zith the ladies in their baker\, as Zell as te[t message Bible stXdies Zith
other ta[i driYers!

PaYel said this aboXt oXr
training: ³YoXr training has
opened m\ e\es! I don¶t need
to ONLY do chXrch in m\
hoXse or in a bXilding. I can do
it in this baker\, or an\ other
place, and eYen Yia te[ting
Zith m\ friends Zho are so
bXs\ driYing ta[is!´

Soli deo Gloria²glor\ to God
alone! God saYed PaYel from
death in the forest, giYing him
a second chance at life. NoZ
PaYel is offering life to people eYer\ da\, ZhereYer he goes Zith the Gospel.

Note: This stor\ Zas pXblished before Zar broke oXt. Please join Xs in pra\ing for Peace. Ma\
oXr God of Peace be mercifXl to oXr brothers and sisters in Christ, and ZoXld His name be
made famoXs throXgh the Zitness of PaYel and so man\ like him!
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2021 RHSRUW RI AcWLYLWLHV
For the \ear 2021, the board of directors of Stichting Christian Associates EXrope consisted of
Herbert Habnit of The HagXe, The Netherlands (Chairman), Eric CXrtiss of Colorado Springs,
USA (Secretar\), Nicholas Webb of GZ\nedd, Wales, UK (TreasXrer), AndreZ Perriman of
London, UK, and Geoff Rinehart of CoXr d¶Alene, USA. The board met as reqXired in regXlar
meetings dXring the \ear and approYed financial statements and condXcted sXch other bXsiness
as Zas necessar\.

TZo emplo\ees and one YolXnteer serYed the organi]ation in The Netherlands. Nine families
serYed as missionaries throXgh the organisation, Zith Zork in The Netherlands, France, Spain,
SZeden, and German\, Zith a global presence in man\ more coXntries throXgh the Christian
Associates netZork. Missionaries Zorked to complete the pXrpose of the organisation as laid
oXt in the Polic\ Plan and the Articles of Association.

Detailed financial reports Zere compiled b\ the Finance Director at the end of the \ear.
SXmmar\ reports Zere approYed b\ the board of directors for pXblication online, shoZing
income of ¼335.745 to e[penses of ¼366.853 for the \ear, compared to prior \ear income of
¼310.795 and prior \ear e[penses of ¼303.487. Assets of the organisation decreased from
¼37.817 on December 31, 2020 to ¼6.613 on December 31, 2021.

RespectfXll\ sXbmitted on 18 April 2022,

Eric CXrtiss, Secretar\
Stichting Christian Associates EXrope
KYK #41206382
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